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Philosophy 

 

The curriculum is designed to introduce students to a complete theatrical experience. Students learn the history of the 

theater and become familiar with stage geography and terms associated with any theatrical production. The focus of the 

course is on participatory exercises, games, improvisations, vocal work and scene work to help students become aware of 

their physical, emotional, and vocal expression.  

 

Students become cognizant of their personal forms of expression and ways to channel and focus these through scripted 

work to create a character with organic and dynamic expression. Students’ appreciation of viewing theatrical productions 

is enhanced as they become aware of all necessary steps in mounting a play. Students are introduced to acting approach, 

which enables the development of acting technique and demonstration of self-expression through character.  

 

The course enables students to make informed critical and aesthetic judgments, create theater, practice public speaking 

and understand the historical and cultural influences of theater.  

 

 

 

 

  



Content 
Area 

Theatre Arts Grade 
Level 

K-2 

 
 

Standard Grade Level Expectations (GLE) 

1. Create 1. Identify basic elements of theatre and describe their use in a variety of theatrical 

performances.  1.1.2.C.1 

2. Express stage directions, areas of the stage, basic stage movements, and parts of a 
script using correct theatre terms (e.g., setting, costumes, plot, theme, etc.).   1.1.2.C.2 

2. Perform 1. Distinguish between character, actors, and the self by demonstrating respect for 
personal space, creative movement, and pantomime skills while interacting with others 
in creative drama and storytelling. 1.1.2.C.3 

2. Distinguish between characters, actors, and the self by demonstrating respect for 
personal space, creative movement and pantomime skills while interacting with others 
in creative drama and storytelling. 1.1.2.C.3 

3. Critically Respond 1. Observe the basic arts elements in performances and exhibitions and use them to 
formulate objective assessments of artworks in theatre.  1.4.2.B.1 

2. Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving response to 
performances. 1.4.2.B.2 

 
 

 



Content Area: Theatre  Essential Questions: 

1. How does observing people help you create characters? 

2. How do actors move to express an emotion? 

3. How are costumes different from everyday clothes? 

4. What are the similarities between your family and families found in stories? 

5. Do all stories have a beginning, middle and end structure? 

6. Why is plot important to a story? 

7. Why are props important? 

8. What makes theatre a unique experience? 

9. Why is stage space necessary? 

10. How does a performer’s vocal quality and movement convey a message about 

a character? 

11. Why it is necessary to look at different perspectives of a story? 

12. How are performer’s impacted by feedback? 

13. How can different members of an audience have different reactions to s 

dramatization? 

14. When might a critic allow their feelings to impact how they evaluate a 

dramatization? 

15. Why are there so many plots that revolve around community and family 

stories? 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

a. Character and actors demonstrate respect for personal space, 
creative movement, and pantomime skills while interacting with others 
in creative drama and storytelling. 

2. Stories have a plot structure of beginning, middle, and end that help to 
present and share an experience with the audience. 
 

Content Knowledge: 



1. Students will know that stories and plays have characters who have 
emotions, character traits, and specific qualities. 

2. Students will know that when performing, they can use their voice and 
movements to share a message about the character and story. 

 
Skills/Objectives: 

1. Students will be able to perform as a given character using their voice, 
movements, and props to show the audience about the character’s traits and 
story. 

2. Students will be able to accept and provide critique of a play or performance 
to provide feedback and opportunity for growth as a performer. 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

  

Respond to dramatic performances while developing and understanding, calling 

upon acquaintance with theatre based vocabulary and reference to works from 

a variety of cultures and historical periods. Perceive theatre performances from 

a structural, historical, cultural and aesthetic perspectives.  Understand how 

various types of theatre skills and styles are related. 

Core Instructional 

Materials 

including digital tools 

Scripted works as needed 

Facility with open space and stage 

Props as needed 



21st Century Themes and 

Skills 

  

  

(9.2) For information related to the 12 Career Ready Practices follow the link 

below. 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/CareerReadyPractices.pdf 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in 

solving them. 

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using culture global competence.  

8.1 Educational 

Technology 

8.2 Technology 

Education, Engineering, 

Design, and 

Computational Thinking 

- Programming 

  

  

  

For NJ Technology Standards 8.1 and 8.2 follow the link below. 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/tech/8.pdf 

8.1.2.A.2 : Create a document using a word processing application. 

8.1.2.A.4: Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual 

environments. 

8.11.2.C.1: Engage in a variety of developmentally appropriate learning 

activities with students in other classes, schools, or countries using various 

media formats such as online collaborative tools, and social media. 

8.1.2.D.1: Digital Citizenship 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/CareerReadyPractices.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/tech/8.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/tech/8.pdf


Assessments 

  

  

 

Formative 

● Teacher Observation 

 

● Imitate or create people, creatures, or things based on observation using body and 

facial expression 

● Demonstrate the ability to follow a simple set of steps in a dramatic task. 

● Use body and voice to demonstrate knowledge of holidays and other cultural events. 

Summative 

 

● Retell through drama and voice the plot of a short story and highlight the beginning, 

middle and end using movement and voice. 

Use appropriate theatre vocabulary to critique a live performance 

● Improvise to create original characters and environments from an existing work such 

as a fairy tale, folk tale, or story. 

Benchmark 

●  Describe the difference between theatre and real life 

Alternative 

● Group Presentation with rubric 

 

Literature 

Using Your Inside Voice by Julia Cook 

Listen, Buddy by Helen Lester 

Tacky the Penguin by Helen Lester 



Websites 

Elementary Theater Scripts: https://www.varsitytutors.com/englishteacher/rt.html  

Reader’s Theater Scripts at Varying Grade Levels: https://www.readinga-z.com/fluency/readers-theater-scripts/  

Differentiation/Accommodations/Modifications 

English Language Learners: 

 Collaborate with ELL department to make necessary modifications for students  

 Provide translated material  

 Provided differentiation for students as needed  

 Allow for alternate forms of responses-drawing or speaking  

Gifted and Talented: 
 Higher level texts 

 Alternative modes of communication 

 Student developed extension activities 

 Plan self directed inquiry 

 Student-lead activities 

 Additional leadership roles in classroom 

 Provided differentiation for students as needed 

 Student created rubrics  

 Develop lessons that are student centered and teacher facilitated 

Economically Disadvantaged: 
 Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  

 Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 

 Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  

 Create ways for students to share their emotions 

 Give every student the same opportunity for success. 

 Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 

 Provide increased  knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 

https://www.varsitytutors.com/englishteacher/rt.html
https://www.readinga-z.com/fluency/readers-theater-scripts/


 Share the decision making in class. 

 Daily affirmations 

 Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 

 Telling students why they can succeed 

Basic Skills 

● Provide additional time for thinking and activities 
● Provided differentiation for students as needed 
● Preferential Seating 

● Restate directions 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities/504 Plans: 

 Provide differentiated instruction as needed  

 Follow all IEP/ 504modifications 

 Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies  

 Use colored notes instead of traditional notation  

 Place note names under the notes  

 Shorten assignments to focus on mastery of key concepts  

 Restate, reword and clarify directions  

 Lessen the amount of information presented.  

 Volume 

 Increase eye contact 

 Maintain close proximity 

 Attention techniques 

Students at Risk of Failure: 
 Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 

 Help to provide basic needs while the child is in school (food, clothing, etc) 

 Provide resources for basic needs outside of school (medical, shelter, food, etc) 

 Keep nutritious snacks available 

 Pair with adult mentor or buddy 

 Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 

 Facilitate successful experiences 
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